INTRODUCTION

Very soon, however, the introduction of new methods for the manufacture
of stee], capable of furnishing a product of good quality at a considerably

lower price, began to pro-
duce a decrease in the im-
portance of the manufac-
ture of cement steel proper,
gradually limiting the ap-
plication of this process to
the production of the ma-
terial   necessary   for   the
manufacture of the finer
and more expensive cruci-
ble-melted   steels.      Such
was the effect of the intro-
duction into industrial
practice of  the manufac-
ture   of    puddled   steel,
which occurred about 1830,
and still more that of the
marvelous development at-
tained in the second half
of the nineteenth century
by the processes for the
manufacture of fused steel
which bear the names of
Bessemer, Thomas, Martin
and Siemens, and, in recent
times, by the electric steel
processes.

For these reasons on the
one hand and, on the other,
to satisfy the demands of
the mechanical industries
which were in course of
rapid development and im-
provement, the industry of
the cementation of steel
has tended, within the last
few years, to assume a char-
acter closer to that it pos-
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acter closer to that it pos-
sessed at its beginning rather than to that which it had in the
period of its greatest development. In fact, if cement steel proper (to be
worked up at once, or after melting) can no longer compete in price with